Sublimation
Printer

General Information

Possible Locations:
hackLAB Lakeshore & Cookstown Branch

Supplies & Materials

Equipment & Materials Needed
e A computer (Mac or PC)

Inkscape

Epson Sublimation Printer

Image(s)

Heat Press

Sublimation Blank

The How To:

This handout will cover:

Measuring your Sublimation Blank
Setting the Document Properties
Importing an image

Resizing an image

Creating a background

Arranging your images

Adding text

Saving your design

Step 1: Measuring your Sublimation Blank

When personalizing items such as mugs, tumblers, coasters, or ornaments, it's important
to measure the working surface of the object. The working surface refers to the area where
your image will be heat-pressed onto the item. To measure the working surface, use a
measuring tape or ruler to measure the height and width from one edge to the opposite
edge of your object. If you're customizing a mug or tumbler, you'll also need to measure
the height and circumference of the object.




L | The tall 200z tumblers provided at the
Library are 8 inches tall by 9.25 inches
round/ width.
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For coasters, ornaments or any other flat surface items, measure
the height and width of your object in inches.

Step 2: Designing in Inkscape

Begin by opening the Inkscape program.

By default, when you create a new file in Inkscape, the document size is set to 8.5 * 11
inches, which is the standard size of a sheet of paper.
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However, to work on a project that involves e o e S X
sublimation blanks like tumblers, mugs, etc., you will [ 8 Doament Properes | =
need to adjust the document size to match the size of  rowme vy
the blank. To do this, you need to follow these steps to  romet cson 0 = oy oo~
) wiate (9250 4

change the document properties. ﬁ

Orientation:
In the top menu, Click File > Document Properties This e : og
will open the Document Properties window. il L mul B-d e

¥ Viewbox Checkerboard
Under the ‘Custom Size’ section, change the units to o
inches (in), as well as the display units. Now change the St
width of the document to the correct size of your & use snilasing

sublimation blank. For this handout, a 200z metal
tumbler is going to be used as the sublimation blank so
we will enter the following measurements: 9.25 inches
and the height to 8 inches.
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The canvas is in the center of the page and serves as your workspace for designing. You

can incorporate images, backgrounds, and text into your design.

Importing an Image

1. Import Your Image

To add your image to your design in Inkscape, you

have two options. You can either copy and paste
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the image directly into the canvas or import it from

saved file. Simply click on the "File" menu and
select "Import" to bring in your image. Once it's in
the canvas, you can resize and position it as

desired.

> To copy an image from the internet:

Right-click on the image in your browser and click
Copy Image from the list of options:
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Cpen link in new tab
Open link in new window

Cpen link in incognito window
Create QR Code for this image

Save link as...

Copy link address

Cpen image in new tab
Save image as...

Copy image

Copy image address

Search image with Google

Inspect
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Then go to Inkscape, right-click on the document and select
paste.

Your image should appear on the - t
document. New from Template... ctr ,_ :—‘:

Open... Cirl+0

File Edit View Layer Object Path Text

Open Recent 4
Revert

Save

Save As... Shift=Ctrl+S
i H Save a Copy... Shift+Ctrl+Alt+S
> To import a saved image: e
In Inkscape, in the top menu bar click File > Import:
Import Web Image...
Export... Shift+Ctrl+E
Print...
Clean Up Document

4@ Select file to import X Document Properties... Shift+Ctrl+D

Lookin: | 4 Downloads Ve eE-d Clase Crl+W

A\ Name Date modified Quit p—
Today (1) 1 =T 1 ——

Home |+ pngtree-d-cat-astronaut-in-a-space-suit-for-.. 2023-05-01 12:45 PM

‘ 2023-04-28 10:31 AM . M .

S This opens a file selection window. Select the

ewiedesign 2023-04-26 9:12 AM . .

e smon® ———file you want to import and then click the
[£) gabe communion name page 2 (3) 2023-04-20 3:16 PM B O R

? ;:gabe com pdf (1) 2023-04-20 3:16 PM 360 px x 360 px open bu‘t‘ton:

This PC (&) gabes cross (1) 2023-04-20 308 PM

) [£) gab name page 2 @) 2023-04-20 308 PM

B 2023-04-19 415 PM

Network  [£) beaboutit stick 2023-04-19 415 PM

File name. [prg P prin- ~| [ open

Files of type: Allnkscape Files v Cancel

2. Resize your image
To resize an image in Inkscape, select it and use the arrows
to drag it in or out. If you want to scale the image uniformly,
hold down the Ctrl key while resizing.

To set your image's exact height and width, you can modify
the values in the top toolbar. Additionally, you can change
the units of measurement and lock the aspect ratio to
ensure that the image's proportions remain correct.
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Clicking the lock icon will proportionally adjust both dimensions.




You can duplicate your image by right-clicking and selecting Duplicate. Then drag the copy
to the desired location.

Duplicate
Delete
Layers and Objects...
Object Properties...
Image Properties..
Trace Bitmap...

Extract Image.

Select Same 4

o t Move to Layer.

Create anchor (hyperlink)

Creating a Background
There are two ways to create a background for your sublimation design.

You can create a Solid Colour background by selecting the Square tool on the left-hand

side of the screen. [

Click on the top corner of your canvas and drag
your cursor to the other bottom corner of the

canvas.
Changing the Fill colour: rssoes T © £ B v
><_:I:”IDrSD"OEIWDMEib_;tm‘(E w ve
To do this, in the top menu - e
click Object > Fill and Stroke 4

This will open the Fill and Stroke window, with 3 tabs labelled Fill,

Stroke Paint and Stroke Style ‘ ‘

Under the fill tab you want to click and select the solid square. A
colour wheel will appear where you can select your colour :

Then click the Stroke Paint tab and select the X. ’ i

Blend mode: Normal




Bring in an image from the Internet.

To set an image as your background, you can
easily import an image of your choice from the
internet into your document. For example, you
can search for Galaxy backgrounds, just like |
did, and once you find the perfect image, you
can follow the same steps as you would for any

other image import.

Arranging your images
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To bring an object to the front,
simply select it and then click
on the first icon located at the
top of your toolbar. This will
allow you to arrange your
images and objects in any
order you like.

Open link in new tab

Open link in new window

Open link in incognito window
23 Create QR Code for this image

Save link as...

Copy link address

Open image in new tab
Save image as
Copy image
2 dd )
Jack Oldham - Galaxy Backgt OFY Image aderess Visit
Search image with Google
Images may be subject to copyright. Learn
Inspect
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Arrange your design, however, you
would like.




Creating Text:

To create labels, please select the Text tool on the toolbar's left side.

=~ After clicking the text tool, you will want to click on the blank space within your
document and start typing your text. You do not have to highlight your text if
you want to change the font or size, just simply select a new font or size and
the changes will apply to your current text.

Select the fill tab and choose a colour from the colour wheel to change the colour of your
text. It's a quick and easy way to add visual interest and make it stand out. Customizing
your text is a breeze with these simple tools.

CAFill and Stroke x T e 2 = v

itt, [ Stroke paint = Stroke style
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Flat color B HSL ~

v O Color Wheel I




Rotating your Text

At the top of the tool you will see these
four icons

H O & 3

By clicking on them you can rotate objects
and text 90°, clockwise or
counterclockwise.

The other two can flip and mirror objects
and text.

Choosing a Font Style B Tewror & £ B .
FO:_:\; mHFyeatures Text .
1 Text Filters Extensions Help GO to the text menu at the top of Lemon Tea ARBRCCIPPOQ123695€£9/0 N
Lucida Bright AREbCCIiPpOq123605ecn-/ Tlie

your screen and select Text and

SVG Font Editor... F t Lucida Console AaBbCCT iPpOgl
Unicode Characters... On S - Lucida Fax AaBbCcliPp:

Put on Path A new W|nd0w Wl” Open Select Lucida Handwriting

Lucida Sans AaBbCcliPp!

Remove from Path the text on your screen.

Lucida Sans Unicode Aal

PpQ

R . cliPpQq12369¢
Flow into Frame Alt+W
Magneto oAaBrCeTi PR 12369 5€:?.

Set Subtraction Frames

Unflow ..., 1 A preview window will open and e
Convert to Text you can scroll through the Nt 5810

Remove Manual Kerns different font OptionS. MtTTSMp([pH TN conisze [maams |+
Check Spelling... Ctrl+Alt+K l

When you have found the font you want, select the apply f -

button at the bottom right of the window.




Save Your Design
You need to save your file as PDF file. In Inkscape, go to the top menu and select File >
Save As

@ Select file to save to X
Save in- | @l Deskiop V] @ @y B 173075
/\ Name - Status Date modified Type
291_celebrations-holidays @ 2022-10-119:21 AM File folder I
bioms Adult Social © 2022-10-11 921 AM File folder
Alan @ 2022-10-11 9:21 AM File folder
‘ Artist info @ 2022-10-11 9:21 AM File folder
Desktop BLM ® 2022-10-119:21 AM File folder
Bookclub name plates @ 2022-10-119:21 AM File folder
=} Branch washroom Sign @ 2022-10-11 9:21 AM File folder
Libraries Cooling Center ® 2022-10-11 9221 AM File falder
i Dads Birthday @ 2022-10-11 9:21 AM File folder
= drive-download-20201022T210726Z-001 @ 2022-10-11 9:21 AM File folder
This PC Erin © 2023-03-20 11:09 AM File folder
v Garlic Garden Cookstown @ 2022-10-11 9:21 AM File folder
‘h Cimmar hrandA wrindanrs Aicemlaar I/-;\ NI 11 1 1147 ARA Cilm $aldar

Net\:ork

File name: |SUI'IﬁC““fEfPaiCh v | Save
Save as type: |Punable Document Format (*.pdf) v | Cancel
Title:

]
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Select the location on the computer you want to save the file to. Then give the file a
relevant name, select Portable Document Format (PDF) as the file type and click the Save
button.

That's it! Your file is now ready to be printed.




